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2000:  The Education Committee of the Home Builders Assn of the Grand Traverse Area (HBAGTA) at the urging of Tom Karas decided to form a sub committee to investigate Green Building.  The members of that fledgling committee were:  Bill Queen, Max Strickland, Tom Karas, Randy Smith and Fred Miller.  At the 2001 Builders EXPO a questionnaire was distributed to builders to gauge their knowledge and interest in Green Building.   The results of that effort supported the formation of a “Green Building” program to educate the public and encourage builders to use technologies, products and practices that provide greater energy efficiency, healthier indoor and outdoor air quality and promote resource efficiency resulting in meeting our present need to provide affordable, healthy durable and comfortable housing without compromising the resources of future generations.  The program eventually became known as Green Build Grand Traverse (GBGT). That same year, the committee sponsored a seminar at the Home Builders EXPO, a Parade of Homes Built Green Award and started working on the formation of a formal program to certify homes as “Green Built”.

2001:  The committee sponsored three members (Bruce Odom, Tom Karas and Max Strickland) attendance to the National Green Building Conference in Seattle, Washington under the chairmanship of Max Strickland.  The Committee membership in 2001 consisted of Rex Ambs, Mark Dulac, Bill Queen, Randy Smith, Bill Clark, Tom Karas, Ted Shaw and Max Strickland.  

2002:  The committee continued to work on the GBGT check list and Builder’s manual, sponsored seminars at the Home Builders EXPO and the Green Builder Award for the Parade of Homes under the chairmanship of Max Strickland.  Also that year, they applied for and received a Community Energy Project Grant to build a Green Building Mobile Education Trailer (G-MET) and received a special award for public service in protecting the environment from the Northern Michigan Environmental Action Council.  The committee finalized approval of its logo and mission statement.  Green Building classes were offered as a cooperative effort with Northwestern Michigan College’s Extended Education Department.
2003:  The committee continuing development of the GBGT check list which was finalized and approved by the HBAGTA Board of Directors by Year End.  Final specifications for the G-MET trailer were completed and construction began.  A GBGT tri-fold brochure was developed and distributed.  HBAGTA received a $6,000 grant from the State Energy Office to complete and print the Green Build Grand Traverse Builders Manual and Check List.
2004:  Jeremy Truog and Larry Kinney join the committee and Randy Smith assumes chairmanship.  Work continues on the Builder Manual and is published in March.  First applications for homes to be certified are received.  Held Strategic Planning Meeting in September, completing G-MET Trailer, sponsored a seminar at the Home Builder EXPO and a Parade of Homes Green Builder Award.  The First Home Certified under the Green Build Grand Traverse Program was certified by Sustainable Environmental Services.  A total of 6 homes were certified under the Grand Traverse program this year.  The committee sponsored a full day workshop on Green Building presented by Dr. Joseph Lstiburek with over 200 attendees and including a mini trade show featuring Green Building Products and services with 12 Vendors taking part.

2005:  Larry Kinney assumes chairmanship of the GBGT Committee and Jason Sheet, Jennifer Steinorth, and Kelly Ignace join the committee.  The committee continues to sponsor a Home Builder EXPO seminar, and a Parade of Homes Green Building Award.  The committee worked on implementing its 2004 strategic Plan including efforts to educate builders and the public about Green Building improving, the certification process, and developing a web site presents with in the HBAGTA Website.  

2006:  Larry Kinney continues as chairman and new members include Steve Eveleigh, Jim Carruthers, Jim Anderson and Robb Bollenberg.  Kathy Maisonville, new HBAGTA EO joins committee.  In cooperation with NMC, the committee sponsored a full day workshop present by Mark LaLiberte which again included a mini trade show.  The committee investigated the possibility of joining the Green Building Initiative and Green Built Michigan and continued work on the certification process.

With the publication of the New NAHB Model Green Home Building Guidelines, the committee began looking of the possibility of adopting it to replace the checklist it had developed and were currently using.  HBAGTA formed a 501CE non-profit organization for GBGT.  The committee again sponsored a seminar at the Home Builders EXPO and a Parade of Homes Green Builder Award.
2007:  Jeremy Truog becomes chairman and Pat Cline and Micheline Padella join the committee.  Dialogue continues with Green Built Michigan concerning GBGT becoming a member.  The committee continues to work on the certification procedure.  Bill Queen resigned as a member.  The International Code Council and National Association of Home Builders began work on the new National Green Building Standard which was eventually adopted by the committee as its certification criteria.  A new GBGT brochure was developed and printed.  Green Build Grand Traverse – A Program of the HBAGTA was officially adopted as the program name.

The committee representing the HBAGTA manned a serving line at the NMC Barbeque.  Point levels for the rating system were adopted  Green Built 150 – 199 points, Silver 200 – 249 points, Gold 250 – 299 points and Platinum 300 + points.  The committee sold web site sponsorships for the GBGT section of the HBAGTA website.  Bob Jones, NAHB Vice President/Secretary met with the committee and share an over view of the NAHB Green Build initiatives.  Yard signs were designed and printed for HBAGRTA members who have there homes GBGT certified.  Ron Jones, chairman of the National Green Building Standard consensus committee presented a half day work shop on Green Building current industry trends.

2008:  Jeremy Truog continues as chairman and Steve Eveleigh becomes Vice Chairman.  Matt Vajda, Lee Galison and Ted Hebblewhite join the committee.  In 2008, the committee continued to sponsor seminars at the Home Builders EXPO and the Parade of Homes Green Building Award.  The committee co-sponsored with Northwestern Michigan College and major support from the local chapter of the American Institute of Architects a full day Building Science Workshop and mini trade show presented by Doug Garrett on Cold Climate issues.  The committee again represented the HBAGTA by manning a serving line at the NMC Barbeque.  The HBAGTA sponsored tow Green Building for Building Professional courses which were well attended.  A show and tell segment was added to the meetings.  Green Built Michigan sponsored a 3 day conference in Grand Rapids call Great Lakes Green.  The committee volunteered to help at the National Cherry Festival.  Don Carr who is with the NAHB Research Center met with the committee and presented an update on the new NAHB Green.com website and the status of the National Green Building Standard as it works it’s way though the ANSI process.  The committee embarked on two significant efforts with the Traverse Area Association of REALTORS (TAAR).  One was to provide technical support in their efforts to add searchable “Green Building” program certifications, ratings and Green Building features to its multiple Listing Service (MLS) and the second was to co-sponsor a “Green” trade show held in October at the Hagerty Center both of which were considered to be very successful.   The Committee made a field trip to see the State of the Art solid waste recycling center operated by American Waste in Kalkaska.  Green build Grand Traverse was accepted as an affiliate of the NABB Green and are listed as local program on their web site.  The committee made the decision to discontinue Green Build certification using the GBGT Certification Check list and process and adopt the Green Building Certification program provided by the National Association of Home Builders available on the web at NAHBGreen.org.
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