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Green Building - What's In It For The Builder?

A "Green Building" does everything a building has always done, and it can even look the same from the street, but it is inherently different. From foundations to finishes, "Green Building" substitutes improved quality and adds value for the owner. More importantly, Green Building is the market of the future. It provides an opportunity for forward-looking builders to be the first in their market to embrace the principles of energy efficiency, healthy indoor environments, and resource conservation.

By "Building Green", you can differentiate yourself from the competition and build structures that are more attractive to buyers.” Green Buildings" are often healthier, quieter, more affordable and more comfortable. They can also require less maintenance than conventional buildings.

Increasing numbers of Americans consider themselves environmentalists. They are recycling seven times more today than they did ten years ago. They are buying "organic" and "recycled" products. Environmental consumerism is one of the fastest growing segments in the marketplace today. Building "Green Buildings" is a logical next step in this national trend.

Today, many builders are building green with out knowing it. This is because most of the "Green Building" products were developed to function better than their conventional counterparts. Many of these products are already in use. By taking a leadership role and creating "Green Buildings" that are gentle to the planet and healthier for your clients, you can help reverse past environmental damage. The bottom line is that "Green Building" is just good business!

"Green Building" is where the market is headed. I'm 100% convinced of it. It's not a matter of if there is a market for green homes but when are you going to meet it? I think it is inevitable. The question is, do you want to lead the market or follow your competition? You can choose to be knowledgeable or ignorant." Danny Buck, Builder (Santa Fe, New Mexico)

"Green Building" is a growing movement with substantial potential benefits to NAHB members as demonstrated by the tremendous success of the green building programs established by many Home Builders Associations." NAHB Resolution on Green Building
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